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As I was leaving school a couple of weeks ago, I came upon a small team of dedicated 
parishioners who were busy arranging the tables and chairs that would seat the many 
guests who would attend the Parish Center re-dedication ceremony. This modest group 
of parishioners is one of the many worker bee groups who generously serve our 
community. And it is teams of “doers”, like Tony Triglia, Pat & Ed Weirick, Susan & Joe 
Flanagan and Fr. Ray, as well as many other groups of worker bees in our school and 
parish who are often unseen, yet perform so many of the behind the scenes tasks like 
organizing and setting up for events.  
 
After the Parish Center space had been prepared for the re-dedication ceremony, this 
special group of community members sat around one of the tables and reminisced over 
countless stories about SFdS. Upon stumbling in on their exchange, their conversation 
moved from the evolution of our campus grounds, to the anecdotal history of our parish 
and school buildings. As the group chatted, Tony Triglia regaled us with bygone tales 
from our 65 year old school and the origins of the 66 year old Holy Redeemer church. 
Being a 1964 graduate of St. Francis de Sales Catholic School and the first child ever 
baptized at Holy Redeemer, Tony has seen and lived much of the history of our school 
and larger parish community. After listening to Tony’s many yarns about the Sisters of 
Mercy and the many priests who so generously served our school community through 
the past six and a half decades, I began to reflect on the many stories that live within the 
walls of our charming little schoolhouse. The sturdy walls of our majestic building have 
proudly stood as a beacon for thousands of families over these past 65 years. What’s 
more, it is within this building that many dedicated teachers, staff members, nuns and 
priests have together selflessly served the children of those families who have so 
graciously entrusted us with shaping the hearts, minds and souls of their young people.  
 
As I reflect the many events and programs that help nurture the next generation of 
worker bees, I need to look no further than the recently held Student Council 
Inauguration Ceremony that took place on September 2nd. This distinctive event 
honored the student leaders who will nobly represent their fellow Penguins during the 
coming year. Their unselfish commitment to serving their peers, as well as attending to 
the needs of our larger community, is a telling example of the “service above self” 
approach that is subtly integrated as an essential component to a SFdS education. To 
this point, I would like to congratulate the following Student Council Officers: Jack 
Reilly (President), Madison Synowiec (Vice-President), Claire Bowler (Secretary), 
Stephane Brilliant (Treasurer); and Representatives: Anna Swierkosz & Grant Wagner 
(7th Grade), Taylor Gray & Joel Shibu (6th Grade), Caroline Cosgrove & Jack Gardner (5th 
Grade). I am also appreciative to Phyllis Phillips for generously serving as this year’s 
Student Council Advisor. Thank you to all of the worker bees of SFdS who represent 
service above self.  
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